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Newport, Rhode Island,
14 December 1950

Captain E, E, Haslet$, Jr., U, 3. Navy,

109 North Boundary 3treet,
Chapel Hill, North Carclina.

Deay Ibdy and Swedes

much at the Armmy-llavy game., I saw a number
such as Swede Oversech, Fred Richawds,
7 wo:g;m:ev;m::?umé::emmth;
ve forgotten. of us oyed game mus
not only because it was a Navy vietory, but bemo&m the
e football weather was ideal.

usual seats. last year I
r¢ with the hope that if I
o« You did not find me so I
1y discovered Louie Denfeld
game last year I attended the
Cozmmandant of the FOURTH Naval
game I attended the cocktail party given
by Horse Pennoyer at his quarters, and failed to discover
you at either plase. You can imagine concern then when I
received a letter from you somewhat critical of me for not
seeing you. It is possible that you looked for me as much as
I looked for you, but I would do it, else we surely would
have collided,

This year I went to the buffet luncheon again gi
Commandant of the FOURTH Naval District, and 4id not
or any other classmate there, After the game I had no
go excepting to hostess! home, which I did, PFor
ormation I was stopping out in Ardmore with my old friend of
long ago who has now been widowed for the fourth time, BHer
husbands, wnfortunately, seem to last a matter of months, and
in every case each one has died from some physical breakdown
such as a growth in the lung, blood pois and what have you.
They call this charmming lady the "kiss of s" but I like
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older daughter has done, and as Alle
life being what 1t is

surely do, However,
take thegood with the dad,
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then at great sacrifice, to grow
and a desire for their presence,
aarry and leave, as your
sons~-in-law is not necessarily bad.
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Gu.‘sf, m wontt be
, gou hﬁm cm:m and a
Rappy New Year!l umwmwmmenmmum.
Warmest perscnal regards, I am, n\ner.
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Newport, Rhode Island.
15 December 1950

Rr, George Tyson,

o/0 United States lLegation,
Luxemburg.

Dear Georges

Although I have been sometime in answering your letter, I want
you to know how much I enjoyed hearing from you, and in observing
that you are having & perfectly charming time abroad with your
family. Although everyone misses you here, I would never .
seturm to Newport for any stay unless my family were with me,

In other words, a man's family is of utmost importance in his
life == the wishes of his friends only secondary.

I was quite interested in your discussions of your experiences
in England, your visits to Avon and witnessing Shakespeare's
Plays, your meeting with Admiral Conolly who has now returned
to the States and has assumed his funstion as President of the
War College, your flat tires in Europe, and your final arrival
in Luxemburg. You have many friends in Newport, and I was
happy to tell them of your experiences, Everyone laughed
with delight to see the good mental attitude that you are in,

Your wonderful sister-in-law, Perle Nesta, was here for a

day or so, and & number of affairs were given for her, most

of which I was invited to, but only two of which I could
attend, I attended the reception given by Connie Moore at his
re-built house which, as you know, is the old laForge central
cottage. The reception was excellent and Perle never looked
better. I brought with me the President of the American Heart
Association, Dr, Howard Sprague and his wife, and they were
quite impressed with Perle., It was nice of Connie Noore to
give this party, but certainly Perle deserves much from her
friends, I have always stated that in mind she was an
extremely capable woman and would demonstrate excellent
leadership in whatever post she were assigned, You probably
recollect the many times I told you how pleased I was that she
was excelling in Luxemburg.

I also went to dimner with the Dyers, where, by the way, I

am dining tonight, in honor of Perle, The dinner was not large
== I think 12 -« but it was very nice, and Perle came dressed
in one of her Euwropean creastions which made her look very
young == of course, relatively she isn't very old -- and every-
one gazed at her with great interest., She is now one of
Newport's great prides, and one never hears anything but
extremely friendly words about her.
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The Conollys have taken over, as I said above, and I feel
sure that will be of great value to the War College.
Nrs. Conolly a quiet, very friendly soul, who, with her
four years of ence abroad, will f£it into the Newport
groove very Yy indeed, Admiral Comolly == Dick to
you, sir -= is alsoc taking over, and we can feel his hand
in the College already. As I told you defore, I have a
great admirstion for his brein and his military character,
80 Z have l1little concern adout the War College future,

Howpert is getting ready for the Christmas holidays and for
the New Year, and some affairs are already underway. 7The
big New Years party appears to be cae to be given by
Verner Reeds at their home on Narragansett Avenue, I have
no doubt that it will be swell,

I may go to California for Christmas, dbut it has not as yet

been definitely settled, The world situstion seems to be getting
worse. The President will speak tonight on that situation,

and we may g0 into a partial mobilization, at least I

sincerely hope so, I have wanted an increase in our armed

xight for a very long time now because anyone who has

studied Stalin's work -- get a copy of "Problems on lLeninisn”

Py Stalin -~ and z:u will see, Just as everyone saw in Hitler's
Nein Kempf, what the cbjectives of this Russian communist

regine are -~ world domination, and nothing less.

B1ll Whitehouse, of course as you know, lost his Sybil., I was
one of the palldearers, and it was a very sad affair as Sybil
was one of my very best friends. Bill has been away since the
funeral, but should return $o Newport today. He is a
wonderful fellow, and I am quite sure that everyone will do
what they can to make him forget the absence of Sybll at this
very important time in the year -« impossible though§ it may be,
Fortunately, he has a daughter and a son, dboth a, and

both with children, so Bill can find his future in his grand-
childxfea. That is the Lord's way!

Please give my mu-est re to your beloved Marguerite,

to Perle, whom much better than she likes me, and to
Betty s,r she is there, I understand Bill is at Harvaxd.

ItI‘eindomthinsrormhere, & letter to me is all that
is necessary. Best wishes for the Christmas season and for &
Happy New Year]! I am, as ever,

Your old Friend,
R, W. BATES.
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NAVAL WAR Gio®um¢ Rhode Island,
NEWPORT, RHODE {SLAND

14 Decemder 1950

Captain William H, Ashford, U, S, Navy

Commander, Fleet Logistic Air Wing,
Atlantic/Continental,

U. S. Nsval Air Station,

Patuxeant River, Naryland.

Dear Bill:

an much for your reply to my letter of the Tth.
dsligh t0o Jearn that you may have & plane flying to the Coast
.2t that time, but as you aid not expand on the speed of the
plane I would be interested in discovering how many days it takes
sush & plans to make the Coast. Your Quonset Office indicates
takke as many as

days, in which caze I would not desire it at all, On the
other hand, 1f it is a straight shoot to the Coast, I would be
delighted to get oa it. '

movie of that length. However, the
hours as it is, You might think that

H

ong, but the students at the Nar College who reviewed

of Midway movie, as well as the Battle
seem to think 30, The only kick
might be a 1little long. This
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own officers seemed quite

?r.
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to your wife and to yourself. Best
stmas and a Happy New Year! I am, as ever, —
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Your o0ld Friend,

20

R. W. BATES,




Admiral Conolly has taken over here
am quite pleased, because I think he is one of ouwr very

brains. I have deen hoping that if things get serious in the
oceans that both Conolly and Hiu;.m at the Naval Academy,

will be employed in sea assignments of great responsibility

I had & party for the sivilians in town last Monday night hepre,
Admiral and Mrs., Conolly came and met gquite a number of
»o&c,uzmmmsuuu. Everyone sesmsd t0 be
quite pleased with ome another, s¢ perhaps I have started to
make the a little easier for Admiral Conolly than it
might have been. This may sound a little strange, but Admiral
and Mrs, Beary were not particularly sociable, not because
they didn't want to be, but because Alice was pretiy sick and
Don had had a form of phledbitis in Tokyo, and at that time had
had of a possible heart attack. I saw a letter from
» wherein he stated that Alice was quite 111
pressure of 230, with bodily retention of water,
11ity to Sake her arthritic treatment of cortisone.
& perfectly charming woman and 1% seems most unfortunate
hould have to suffer so. Naturally, this has an
because if a man loves his wife, and I have no
does his, he can not but suffer himself, This
ulver:o effect on Donf's heart. Let's hope that
our
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Nany of yowr old friends around heye
you, I should have liked very mush
of the War College, and I knmow that

here, but it is much detter for the
a Vice Chief of Naval Cperations, and
that God looks out for his children,

Christmas~like

I have sent you & cheese from Oregon for Christmas., IS is a
form of blue cheese, but is so remarkable as $0 have created
an impression of marked superiority over all other America-
made cheeses of the same types, and perhaps over European
cheeses as well, It comes from Ltanglois, Oregom, Perhaps
you know it}
Talke care of yourself and give Lillian a good smack fOr me ==

2 smack I mean a kiss, you dope! Once again, with dest

s for a Merry Christnmas and a Happy New Year{ I am, as ever,

Yowr 014 PFriend,

RAFE.




Haval ¥War College
Newpors, Rhode Island,

21 Desocember 1950

Please give Alice

my hope that her

pain dbe toe great, She is a most courageous woman, with a
dsep affection for you.

Admirel Comolly has taken over command
although he is a great friend
of him since he has been

half of his time in Washington. _
h my personal office matters, when he first must leamn
s War College., MNine can waitt

Tou will be interested to know thas I have deen authorized two
additional officers for my staff, but I haventt got them yot,
a8 it is 4ifficult to discover whom you wish, The Navy
Department says tho® the officers availadble who are any
good are retired Rear 8, but the few I wxrote to

had Jobs and wers relustant to give them up. They indicated
theiy definite desive to work in this assignment, and said
had ozh:nlymmtzt it a4 few montshs ago

seized opportunity. Meanwhile, Admiral Cono asked me
to dphv in choesing who I wished wntil he had taken over
he¥s, sc all in all, my section has suffered somewhat,

The Battle of Savo Island will be out tomorrow, It came out
; » but I rejected the whole printing and retumed it So
] Peinting Office as wnsatisfactory. The Govemne
t Printing Office was manful enough to admit the Jjob "stunk",

#:ll,_ are re-~doing the whole thing at no cost to Bufers ==
3

. $ that is wmdsrstanding, I will send you a copy of
'/,«’3131;:' ‘_ mte'{o&atu,xmmuummmmto

-]l -
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Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island,

29 December 1950

gaptain W.H., Ashford, U, S, Kavy,
Commander, Fleet Logistic Alr Wing,

"~ Atlantic/Continental,

U. S. Naval Air Station,

Patuxent River, Narylanad.

Dear Bill:

Although I thanked you yesterday in person, I should feel
myself very unfriendly if I didn't write you & letter

in addition, to express to you my appreclation for your
interest in assisting me in making my trip to Califomia,
Everything broke exactly for me so much so that it is
almost surprisingl

Going out, I had no difficulty, of ecourse, in getting on the
plane from Quonset to Patuxenty them to be your guest at
dinner was a delightful experience, and needless to say

I enjoyed it! I was glad to see that Betty looks so

well, and Prince looked also very well, and was very
friendly. I am quite fond of Labradors,

The trip to California was uneventful, excepting that
we stopped at & Reserve Base«-] think in Oklahoma City for
fuel, The place we were supposed to stop at was fogged in,

I thought your Plane Captain made a fine decision teo go on
to Oklahoma City and take on fuel there, rather than to
retire to the East to some other base, and thereby lose
about five hours,

After two and & half days in California I boarded your
Constitution and stopped at San Diego for the night. I was
given a car and chauffew and nice quarters, I went on
tour, visiting Vice Admirel and Mrs. Beary in particular,
that evening, The next morning at about eight o'clock, the
Comstisution took off for Jacksonville, stopping at Dallas
en route, where I was once again given a car and & driver,
and looked over the Naval Base there, It 1s a Reserve Base,
dut seems well handled,

Upon arrival at Jacksomville, we landed at Green Cove
s, rather than at the Naval Air Station. I was met
by tain Chauncey Moore who was the Base Commander, He
care of me thereafter, and brought me to a party that
they were giving at the Club, so that was also enjoyable,
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Upon arrival at Patuxent, you very kindly flew me over to
Anacostia, I inquired as whether there were any planes
there going to Quonset and the answer was "no", While I
was endeavoring to make a decision as to what to do a Chief
Aviation Pilot came in and asked if I wanted a flight to
Quonset, I was delighted, and arrived in Quonset on ‘
schedule, after having stopped for five minutes at Mustin
Fleld ua at Fl Bennett Field, The boat was available,

I came to Newp in the boat with two War College fliexs,
who promptly drove me home, so it appears to me that my
entire trip, for which you are fully responsidble, was
extremely successful in the transportation end.

I consider this all a very nice Christmas present from

you, and I appreciate your friendly interest. At the same
time I wish to commend you on your Logistics Command, Your
men have & very high morale; are very proud of their
assigniment, and of thely accomplishments, You seem to f£it
in very well with Burke'’s article on discipline in the Navy.
I you haven'!t read it, read it. If you can't get a copy
of it, a note to me l’iil send you a copy.

With warmest personal regards, I am, as ever,

Your 014 Friend,




Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island,

9 January 1951
Dear Jimmie:

I don't know what you are doing today, but Judging from the
address given to me by BuPers it would appear as if you may
have some kind of business assigmment., If you have, it is
possible that you may not like what I am about to suggest
to you., I sincerely hope this is not true,

Here is the proposition., I have been working at the war
College since the end of 1946, writing the critical analyses
of the major battles of World War II. In these battles I
study documents, both allied and enemy, and from them write
the true story of the battle., From this true story I inter-
pose from decision to decision eriticisms of the conduct of
the Commander, 1In other words, the rightness or wrongness of
his decisions at the time, based on information at the time,
I have completed Coral Sea, Midway, and Savo Island. The
books have been so successful that movies have already been
made of the first two, and the movie of Savo Island is now
under advisement. I have now been directed to do the Battle
for Leyte Gulf, which will take not less, in my mind, than
three years, other things being equal. Midway and the Coral
Sea both took two years,

I have a staff at present of myself, a Commander, Chief Yeoman,
and a Yeoman Second Class, I have been authorized to ine
c¢rease my staff by two additional officers, one of straight
line and one of line aviation., BuPers has recommended that I
g0 to the retired list, as active duty officers are hard to
obtain, and suggested flag officers.

I am interested in knowing whether you would be interested in
taking this assignment., I am sure that you would come back

to duty as a Commodore and would draw the pay and allowances
of & Rear Admiral, lower half. I am not making you a definite
offer yet, as I must be assured that Admiral Conolly will
approve ur assigmment, I don't see any reason why he wouldn%
as we af have the greatest admiration for your performance of
duties in the Pacific.,

I should appreciate a prompt reply from you as I am anxious
to get somebody who is competent. However, I don't want to
get anyone, The man I get must be good! I am on duty as a
Commodore, although I am a retired Rear Admiral.

ele
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With best wishes to you and to Mrs, Carter for a Very Happy
New Year! I am, as ever, '

Your Old Friend,

Commodore James B, Carter, USN (Ret).
Care of Holmes and Narver,

824 South Figueroa,

Los Angeles, California.




19 January 1951
Deax Doctor Spraguet

This 1s merely a report to you to tell you that I
accepted your advice, flew out to California over
Christmas, remained there three days, and then flew
down to Coronado, California, thence to Jacksonville,
Floridsa, and back again to Newport, remaining over
night at Coronado and Jacksonville,

Yowr estimate of my condition was absolutely sound,
The trip was very enjoyable., I astonished my family
by my good health, and all hands seemed to feel that
your ;ninence in the heart field was very well merited
indeead.

For your information, the Naval Hospital disapproved of
my trip tc the Coast, but when I showed them your
letter, Captain Andrews said, "You should ignore our
recommendations in the matter, because when a Doctor
such a&s Doctor Howard Sprague, dlsagrees with us we

bow to his superior Judgment, and consider that our
recommendations should be forgotten.”

I tried to get my brother'!s cardiograms out on the
Coast, as he said he saw no reason why you shouldn't
have them for your information, but so far I havent't
got them, I discovered, however, that he had been
given a test at the University of California to
determine whether he had fat in his bloodstream, and
the answer was a definlite negative, I am wondering if
this is the same test which you are planning to give me
at Harvard?

I nope that you have completely recovered from your
respiratory allment, So far I have succeeded in avoide
ing such misfortune, but I don't guarantee that I shall
succeed throughout the Spring.

With warmest personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Howard Sprague, R. W. BATES.
1180 Beacon Street,
Brookline 46, Massachusetts.
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15 January 1951
Dear Burrowes:

I noted with a great deal of interest that you have been
assigned to command the Battleship WISCONSIN., What a
command! I want to congratulate you on this assignment,
and to congratulate the Navy Department for choosing a
wman such as you for this command. It seems smart to me
to take a man from the "tactics"™ desk and give him a flag
ship assignment, Just as they did your predecessor,
Captain Chandler, when they gave him the =S MOINES,

That tactics desk has advantages!

Possibly some intelligent Admiral wants some good tactical
advice, not only regarding the operations of our own
forces, but also regarding those of the combined forces.
Perhaps you will find the use ofyour new book of value

in this assigmment,

Thanks very much for all that you did for me. There is
no doubt that you have always been extremely helpful,
and my office has profited thereby, At the present
moment I am taking up a little difficulty with your
successor concerning my translator, Mr, Kawakami, Mr.
Kawakani seems to misunderstand that I must have transe
lations up here in such volume as $o0 be able to write a
fair and unbilased story of the Japanese participation
in the Battle for leyte Gulf, Mr, Kawakami i1s a good
man, and I should hate to lose him, Nevertheless, we
must have translatioms,

In this connection I wrote to Captain Rodgers and suggested
that it might de possible to obtain some reserve officer
translators -~ that is, have them called back to active
duty now, preferably to assist Mr, Kawaksmi, Maybe some
of them are on duty already in other than translating
assignments, but can be made available,

If you are in Washington siill, perhaps you can help me
out on this. Anyway, once again best wishes for & Happy
New Year, which I feel confident your new command will

insure for you,

With best regards, I am, as ever,
Very Sincerely Yours,

R. '. ml
Captain Thomas Burrowes, USN,
Room 4C539 National Defense Building,
Washington 25, D, €.




5§ February 1951

Dear Sergeant:

I want to thenk you very much for thinking of me and for
sending me that 1lluminating letter on your viewpoints cone
cerning the Korean situation and the Marine Corps, in
particular,

In general, I would say that Yyou are quite right, Possibly
in your position as a recruiter, it 1s necessary for you %o
take a 1ittle stronger attitude toward your Corps than
normally would:be expected, but I wouldn't suggest running
dowm the Army or the Air Force in writing to anyone other
than in your own service or the Navy, ¥We all understand

the terrific problems which have faced the Marines in
particular, and we have the greatest admiration for their
accomplishments in Korea. Their remarkable explolt of ree
tiring from that Reservoir and bringing back all of their
equipment with them, to say nothing of a considerable number
of Army men, will go dowm in history as a brilliant military
maneuver, which could only be accomplished by adequate leader-
ship and by the confidence of the rank and flle in that
leadership, in their Corps, and in themselves,. Certainly as
you infer in your letter, the Good Lord had a friendly eye
on the First Harine Pivision}

The interview which you submitted is really a "laugh" and
indicates the great sense of humor which you personally have,
It 1s these "laughs" and the abllity to laugh in times of
stress which, in a way, distinguish a disciplined eorganization
from one which 1s not disciplinsd, In time of stress one

can rarely laugh unless one has confidence in the situation,

I Imagine that you are doing a great deal of good there in
gi:lahoma City, not only for yourself, but for the men you
terview,

We hore In Rhode Island have been having our share of snow
recently so that we get a little training in the rudiments
of frostbite, but when our frostbite gets a 1lttle trouble~
some we generally remove 1t with a "Hot Toddy." It seems
that such "medicine® 1s not available in Korea,




Many thanks for your thought of me, and for your letter, which-
I have teken the liberty of showing-to several Marine Colonels,
to the Presldent of the War College, and to one Army Parae

trooper, all of whom found it intensely interesting and
amusing. .

I am,

Very sincerely yours,

Re Ve BATES, -
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy (Ret).

M3gt, Jom J. Morgan, Jr., USMC,
United States Marine Corps, -
Southern Recrulting Division

Headquarters, District of 'Okiahcme. City,
Room 326 Federal Bullding,

3rd and Robinson Street,

Oklahoma City 2, Oklshoma,




5 February 1951

Dear Rosst

Thank you for your letter of January 21st, I should have

answered 1t earlier, but I have been down in Washington trying

to get those two extra offlcers which you assisted me to obtain

for my allowance, but which Admiral Conolly requested that I

sleep on until his arrival. He has now authorized me to get to

the additional help, and I find 1% hard to do. I have some offers =
none have as yet been accepted by me.

I was delighted to hear of Mary Lawrence's wedding, I have no
doubt that she was a lovely bride. I've always liked the shape
of her head and I'm pleased as punch that you are awm happy sabout
this wedding as evidently she 1s, It 18 a nice thing to brin
your chlldren up and have them marry happily -- at the same t%me
it i1s rather a blow if they marry the wrong people, or if their
marriage will take them too far away., This is partisularly
applicable to deughters. You haven't sald so here, but it is my
understanding that Kary Lawrence's husband has gone or is about
to go to Korea, so I imagine that Mary Lawrence herself will not
be too far away from the Coolaey's fireside for sometime,

I think that eighty people are quite enough for a wedding, I

have no doubt that the expenses of any wedding are very, very
highe Eighty people can do a lot of damage to a lot of dollars

if the dollars are put out in lawful form -= that 1s, in champagne,
oetce, otc,

You are quite right about Bill Whitehouse. He has been very blue
about the loss of his Sybil, and we have gone to great lengths

to restore himself to himself', He 1s now in South Carolins;

from there he i1s going to Bermmuda, I think, and thence possibly
to Californla, I shall advise him to look you up, should he
arrive in San Franocisco, '
Thank you very much for your help as regards Jocelyn?!s son, Bob,
The Navy had very 1ittle to offer him, I-called Ralph Riggs and
trled to get some help, but wmfortunately, the boy having been
clasgsed as l-A, had little choice. He finally enlisted in the
Alr Force snd was even lucky to get in there &m:they closed the
enlistments about the next day. Young Bob wants to be a flier,
He tried hard to meke the Navy, but 1t would scem as if the Navy
wasn'i particularly anxious to get those thai wanted to Join, I
am sorry because I thought Bob would have done well in the Navy,
He llkes sailing and athletics. All of this would have been
helpful, However, he 1s now at Lackland Field, Texas, wherefrom

-1-




press reports they are having some sort of mess, s0 he may be
having his troubles, ' -

Newport is pretty quiet., There are some activities going .on,
but we have recently suffered {rom & preity heavy snow and a -
biting cold, which has extended down to Washington, DeC., and
even farther south, As a consequence, when I arrived in Washe
ington, I got my annual cold, which I had succeeded in avoiding
in Newport, o '

Your old friends are always hik:.ng about you and Adelalde, Two
of them « that 1s, Ben and Kitty Mouse Cook ~ are now en route

-

to the Coast. Don't be surprised if they loock you up. Also, donft

be shocked 1f Norman and Tamara Whitehouse also look you up,
for they are going out to the Coast presently,

Ky "Battle of Savo Island" is not ocut, but the mailing list 1is
80 terrific in view of the vast expanse in the Navy and the
oonsiderable number of changes resulting, that we are having
difficulty in malling it, However, I have been promised that 1%
will go out this week, If you can do so, I should appreciate

it 1f you would direct the offlcers of your ccemand to study this
book, as well as ths two previous ones, Coral Sea and Midway,

In fact, the Naval Examining Board has already told me that 1%
wontt be t0o long before questions from these books will be
included on the promotion examinations for the higher officers.

Give my best to George Murray who I regret to say will be
retiring presently, according to the booke, He has had quite a
caresr, with meny ups and downs, but mostly ups. I am quite
fond of hime :

There have been several chances in the War College recentl
authorized, Steve Barchet is leaving and going to be the Come
manding Orficer, Naval Amphibious Force Base, Little Creek,
Virginia., Henry Eccles is going to Burope to be the Logistics
Offiger on the Staff of Admiral Carmey. Don Felt 1s wearing his
new Rear Admiral!s siripes. Captain Chamberlain is to relieve
Captaln Barchet and Captain Lyons of the ORISKANY is the leading
candidate for Henry Eccles jobe

o

With warmest personal regards to yourself and Adelalds, I am,
as ever,

Your 0l1d Friend,

‘ Rs We BATES,
Rear Admiral Thomas R. Cooley, YSN,
Quarters #2, Yerba Buena Island,
San Francisco, Califernia.




6 Februery 1951

Conmmander Roy de 8. Horn, USN(Ret)
U.8. Haval Institute
Annapclis s Md.

Desr Roy:-

I wes very interested when I received your letter of November
2nd, 1950, wherein you commented upon the possibility of have
ing the Naval Institute prepare a textbook on International
Law. I thought the matter over for a while, and then I thought
it ‘wise to forward your letter to the responsible authorities
in the wWar College, and particularly, to those who had an in-
terest in the International Law instruction field. Tt took
some time for 1t to pass around the College, as a number of
officers had a erack at i1t. The general opinion now is that
such a book should be prepared.

Vice Admiral Conolly, who 1s President of the War College, is
desirous of having the War College make an official reply to
the Naval Institute. I am therefore writing to you, in advance
of this officiel notification by the War College, in order that
you will know what the officisl decision of the War College
wlll be, and in order that you will know that your letter has
not been entirely forgotten. Anyway, if you have been embar-
ressed by the deley, I am the one to blame - not the War Col-
legeo

I personally am delighted that the Naval Institute is keeping
abreast of the needs of the Navy, and this letter of yours, on
International Law, shows me that the right man is still in the
right plsce.

With warmest personsl regerds to you, I am as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES




12 February 1951

Dear Larry:

The other day when I was in Washington I was informed that the
Chlef of Neval Operaticons had seen £i% to designate you as
the new Chief of Raval Personnels I was delighted; and X
think everyone that lmows you is equally delighted, not only
because you should have been a Vice Admiral long sgo, but
becauge the Bureau of Naval Persormel 1is an extreo aril
respongible division, having the morale of the entire Service
In its bhands. You understand the Service; you have been & -
student of war as well as of persomel 'lo those many years,-
and the jobs whisch you have been assi-ned to do In persommel,
such as the Reserve Program, you have excelled in, -

I feel that 1t 1s a fine thing for the Service that you have
been given this recognition, and I am sure that you will
enhance the Bureau rather than the Bureau enhance you, You
are a capable birdld

Gertrude, of course, 1s so lovely that she will fit wonderfully
in this responsible agssligmment. Thsere are o many duties
which fall on the wife of a Bureau Chief, and sespecially te

the wife of the DCNO (Personnel), that it takes some one l1like
Gertrude to handle them adequately.

If you don't know 1%, I am working here at the War College,
writing the critical anelyses of the major naval battles of
World War IXI. I have completed ths Coral Sea, Midway, and
Savo Island, The first two have been out sometime, e latter
willl make 1%s appearance this week. I wish you would look
them over and then prescribe them for Instruction purposes

in your wardrooms. The study of command 1s vitall

We have made a fine movie of the Coral See, which will be out
presently, and en equally fine movie of Micdway, which will
take somewhat longer to complete, Both of these will go hand
and hend with the hocks,

The study of Savo Island is quite oritical and according to
Admiral Kent Hewitt, 1s "fascinating, ineredidle, momumental.®
Lets hope so}

I don't know when you take over your new dutles, but whenever
you do, my good will, of course; goes with you. With warmest
personal regards, I am, &s ever, -

- Your 01d Friend,

Rear Admiral Lsurence DuBose, ’

Comaander Cruisers-Destroyers,PacFlt,  ReWe. BATES,
c¢/o Pleet Post Offioce,

San Franciscc, Califo;




20 February 1951
Dear c_aseyz

You'll be interested to know that I contaocted Captain Joseph J.
Rochefort, USN (Ret), file number 54196 at Pearl Harbor, and have
received a letter in retwn in which he accepts, evidently with
considerable pleasure, the prespective assignient on the Special
Projects Section Staff here. I have therefore forwarded an official
lotter today froa the Presideat of the War Cellegs requesting orders
for Captain Rochefert. This letter was drawn up as suggested by
you in your last letter to me.

I consulted, by letter, the Chief of Raval Intelligence, Admiral
Pelix Johnson, in regard to the release of Captain Rochefort. Adairal
Johnsen was very favorable to the idea, recommended Captain Rochefort
very highly, and stated that should a national emergency arise, it
was not unlikely that he might want te seize him, This is quite
satisfactory to me,

I now have the job of discovering a competent retired sirman. Both
Conolly and Felt are opposed to George DeBaun, so I shall have to
discover socme one else,

Many thanks for your assistance in the case of Rochefort., Perhaps
you have another idea on an aviator. Your ideas are always good!

Best regards,

Rear Admiral C. L. Green, IBI?,
Roon LE552, Pentagon Building,
Navy Department,

Washingten 25, D. Co.




12 February 1851

Dear Jolmny:

I don't know when the shift between you and Larry DuBose is %o
ococur, but lest it be very soon I'm writing to thank you for

all of your assistance to me In my work hare throughout your

tour of duty as Chief of Naval Personnel. ¥No one could have

been more understanding nor helpful than you and your entire
staff have been, and if my work produces any results, which I

hope 1t will, you and your staff are, in a large way, responsible.

I feel that you have done & swell job in a most difficuls
-asslignment as Chief of Naval Personnel; and your place will
be hard to £1ll, even with my good friend lLarry. ~

I have no doubt that you will do well also in your-new assigne
ments It 1s unfortunate to have to drop your star, but in the
end you will get 1t back again, sc I wouldn't allow that to
concem me too much. Perhaps one of these days the Chief of
Naval Operations will authorize both you and Farhim,. in view
of the great Iimportance of destroyers, to wear an additionsal
star, It 1s my understanding that he has authority to do so.
I thought that his recent advancements of Kiland, Briscoce, and
Art Davis to Vice Admirals, were excellent, Now, if I can get
him to replace your star and to put an extra star on my
shoulder marks, which star has been repeatedly promised me
over the years, I would feel that Admiral Sherman had done

& very fine Job indeed}

¥ith warmmest personal regards to yourself and many thanks
again for your esssistance, and your understanding of my
problems, I am, aa ever,

Your 01d Frilend,

R. W' BAI'ES.

Vice Admirel John Roper,-USK,
Chlef of Naval Personnel,-
Bureau of Kaval- Perwonnei,
Ravy Department,

Washingtm %' De Co




20 February 1951
Dear Lynde:

You'll be delighted to know that I have finally succeeded in finding an
officer of competence to fill in one of the two new billets which have
been authorized for my section here at the War College. This officer

is Captain Joseph J, Rochefort, USH (Ret), presently om active duty in
the Pacific Fleet Evaluation Uroup, who will be available in April or
May of this year., I need Captain Rochefert very badly, and I have spent
a lot of time discovering him, because Leyte Gulf is an extrasordinarily
complex operation. The vast number of ships concerned, the weakness of
the reports, and so forth, necessitates very considerable research and
understanding of the problems of command at sea.

I am working almost entirely on the Allied side for the present, and am
collecting translations fer the Japanese side. As Captain Rochefort is &
Japanese language officer, he can be of enormous assistence to me in
checking the translations and, in general, working out the Japanese thought
processes. S0, I feel that I am extremely fortunate that he has accepted
this job, He states it is right down his alley. In addition, he can be of
great assistance to the War College in general, in view of his Intelligence
background,

The official request from the President of the War College will be over your
desk presently, and I hope that you will give it your merry OK so that
Captain Rochefort's orders will be issued in good time,

Things are going very well up here. There are a considerable nusber of

t changes being made, but I don't think that any of us really kick
at them because the infusion of new blood and new thoughts is always stimulating
to thinkers. If we are not thinkers at the War College we shouldn't be herel

I hope that this letter finds you and Lillian in very fine health, and that
you are enjoying your respensibilities and your social activities as well.

Then Art Davis was made a Vice Admiral the other day, I wrote him a letter
and told him that I was delighted thut he had been discovered there in that
mass of papers in the JCS. Art wrote a humorous letter back in which he
indicated his pride at having been advanced, but he had a typical Arthur
Davis remarks "The only reason I got promoted was that I didnt't have any
friends who knew any Semators.”

¥ith warmest personal regards, I am, 4s Always,
Your 0ld Friend,

Bear Admiral Lyndejnccomick, USN, R. W. BATES.
Vice Chief of Naval Og:ﬁtiona ’

Room LE628, Pentagon ding,

Navy Department, Washington, D. C.




19 March 1951

DearSam

Thank you very much for your extremely complimentary article
concerning ay work here at the Naval War College. Prankly,
I enjoyed your address "Faith in the Historian® very much
indeed, and it indicates clearly why you have maintained

the highest standards in yourself as an historian,

Very frankly, I should like to obtain some more of the re=-
prints of this article, and I should appreciate it if you
could advise me where I could write and how much the charge
would be, so that I may obtain about a dozen of them for ny
family and for a few pertinent friends. Please don't attempt
to do this yourself, '

It is always nice to see you, and I look forward to your
return to this area with interest.

Hany thanks again, Old Friend. With warmest personal regards,
I an,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES.

Captain S. EO Horism’ m’
44y Brimmer Street,
Boston, Massachusetis,




Baval War College,
Bewport, Rhode Island,

20 March 1951

Dear Teddy:

It has been a lont time since I received your note, but you mustatt think
that I have forgotten you, because I have not. However, yesterday afternoon
ny queries bore fruit, and I finally received the lapel buttons which you
wish to have, I am, therefore, enclosing one of them,

Things have been going along very well in Newporte. I have been living a
reasonably comfortable life, rather than being frogen out, In fact, I think
the weather in Newport has probably been better than the weather in Palm
Beachs Today, it is raining; yesterday the sun was shining, and as today is
the last day of Winter, and as Newport does not have a Spring but Juaps
rapidly into Summer, I would say that we are now heading for a charming summer,

Beedless to say, you and Neo have been greatly missedl! You are an extremely
popular and friendly couple who have always contributed your fair share, not
only of good will to your friends, but of good will to the community, I always
remember how much you and Neo worked during the past war, and of the excellent
service you rendered the community. Both of you can be proud of your war
experience, and both of you can be proud of the fact that all of your friends
appreciate it, and love you for it.

I wouldn't worry too much about Europe and Korea, We are in a war which
blazes here and there into a hot spot, but so far has beea controllable by
the Western Nation's firemen. It is our hope that we will be able to do so
for a much longer time.

I see your Brother Bill guite ffequently =~ in fact, he wants to take me to
Providence next Saturday noon to a luncheon, and { may go. Polly is fine
also, and both are enjoying the Winter very much. Sunday, Gordon Douglas
appeared, and today Robert Goelet. QOordon is up in Boston about his arthritis
and is returning to Palm Beach on Wedneaday. Robert was up here about opening
up his house, and ebout doing something for Trinity Church - something in
memory of his wife, Roberta. We all enjoyed seeing them very much.

Johany and Sophie Richmond are giving a dinner tonight, which I will attend.
They have recently returned fram Palm Beach where they had a very enjoyable
two weeks, They said it was fun, but colds

Bill Whitehouse is back and on the first day he seemed a very low. However,
his association with his friends and their deep interest in him have done a
great deal, and I would say that in one week he is almost his old self. What
a wonderful fellow he really is!

Looking forward to seeing both of you here presently, and with hopes that
your Winter season in Arizona has been what yosu had hoped, 1 am, as ever,

Your Old Friend,
RO Wo BLM.




Dear Dr. Ford:

I have been in communication with Captain Morison, President of the
American Historical Association, who recently delivered an address
on "Faith of a Historian® before the Chicago meeting on Decesber
29th, 1950, I have asked Captain Morison for some coples of this
address, and he has kindly sent me two. He has advised that I wri
you for further copies, which I am now doing. .

i enjoyed Captain Morison's address very auch, and, in particular,
enjoyed his comments about me and my work here at the Haval War

- College, The work is very hard, but extraordinarily interesting,
and I hope will be of value to high command, Therefore, it was with
a great deal of emotion, and way I say, satisfaction, that I read
Captain Morison's tribute.

Should you have any copies, I would like as many as a dozen, and
naturally, will be delighted to pay a reascnsble price for them,

¥ith many thanks for anything you may do, I an,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES,
Rear A&iral, UeSe Navy (Rﬂt)o

Dr. Stanton Ford,

Secretary, American Historical Association,
Library of Congress Annex,

mm, D. C.




W
712 Pifth Avenue
Now York 22, New York

Gentlexent

On January 17th this year, I received a letter from you signed
"Pauline Keevuk", wherein I was informed that I was to receive a
refund of the $3,00 which I had forwarded as eerly as last September,
in order to obtain magic towels,

Over two months have now elapsed since the receipt of your letter,
and the $3,00 appoars to still remain within the coffers of WM.
Now that Easter is over and we have all decided to tura over a new
leaf, would it not be possible for WHGM to do likewise and refund
me the §3,007?

Very truly yours,

R.o W. BAm,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Havy,
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